
The Vital Voters 
Project

Finding and Connecting to the Voters 
Campaigns Often Ignore



A record number of Americans voted in 2020. Among people who had voted in prior 
presidential elections, Joe Biden and Donald Trump were essentially tied. But among 
people who were voting for their first time, Biden did much better:

–Among people whose first federal vote was in 2018, Biden won by 16.7 points.
–And among people whose first presidential vote was in 2020, Biden won by 9.8 points.

These new and less regular voters are what we call Vital Voters.

Many Vital Voters are often missed or ignored by campaigns and voter registration drives 
because they aren’t in the “mainstream” of American society. They are often newly 
naturalized citizens or people for whom English is not the primary language spoken at 
home.

We may say we want to reach them, but our tools for voter outreach generally don’t. 

Until now.



Based on the 2020 census, the United States population is 
changing dramatically. The white population is rapidly shrinking 
while non-white groups are growing. 



Between 2000 and 2020, the size of 

the immigrant electorate nearly 

doubled to 23.2 million.

Source: Pew Research Center

The number of 
immigrant voters 
is growing 
exponentially

On average, 860,000 naturalized 

citizens are sworn in each year. Even 

in the middle of a pandemic, 625,000 

became citizens in 2020.



Source: USCIS



In Georgia, AAPI turnout increased by 

62,000 in 2020 from 2016. Biden won 

by fewer than 12,000 votes.
Source: TargetSmart

Immigrant Voters 
Are Critical to  
Winning in 
Battleground 
States

16% of eligible voters in Florida are 

naturalized citizens. 10% in Texas. 8% 

percent in Arizona. 
Source: Pew Research Center



AAPI and Latino 

voters received less 

campaign contact 

than White and Black 

voters in 

battleground states 

in 2020



Source: American Community Survey

Take a look at the Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, and Arabic 

populations. Consider the potential in Texas. Remember that 

Beto O’Rourke lost to Ted Cruz in 2018 by 214,921 votes.



Contrary to popular opinion, Asian Americans favor the 

Democratic Party 



AAPI voter turnout increased by 10 points in 2020. Latino 

voters by 6 points. 



The tools campaigns use to 
target voters are blind to 
these opportunities. At best, 
they use Spanish-sounding 
surnames as a way to “find” 
Latinos, with no regard to 
country of origin.



You can’t ask 
Votebuilder to find 
voters by country 
of origin or 
language spoken 
in the home.



By combining 2020 US 
Census data with 2020 
election data, the Vital 
Voters Project makes it 
possible for campaigns to 
see where such voters are 
geographically 
concentrated, either by 
census tract or precinct.



Armed with this 
information, 
campaigns can 
better target 
these voters 
with language- 
and culturally-
appropriate 
materials and 
volunteers.



We are working on 
going further, to 
integrate data about 
individual voters 
based on where they 
live and how often 
they vote. We are also 
planning to include 
breakdowns by age, 
to better find younger 
voters.



Eventually, a campaign or voter 
registration group could use this data 
to zero in on where irregular and 
newly registered voters are 
concentrated, as well as where voter 
engagement levels are lower or 
higher.



Next steps:

● We’re looking for partners who 
want to use these maps in their 
campaigns

● We’re looking for funding to 
continue building and refining 
these tools

Contact: Annabel Park, 
annabelspark@gmail.com 
240-883-8647
Micah Sifry, msifry@gmail.com 
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